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April 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

FROM : Angus MacLean Thuermer
Assistant to the Director

SUBJECT : David Kraslows' Reporters' Luncheon Group

David Kraslow, Chief of Bureau of Cox Newspapers wants
you to come to luncheon on May 24th. I'll check the site
but it will probably be at the Sheraton-Carlton.

Dave tells me that the following persons normally
attend,although there are substitutions.

Dave Broder, Washington Post
Dave Kraslow, Cox Newspaper

Al Otten, Wall Street Journal
Al Blanchard, Detroit News
Jack Kole, Milwaukee Journal
Paul Duke, Public Broadcasting
Bill Monroe, Meet the Press
Tom Littlewood, Chicago Sun-Times
Dick Dudman, St. Louis Post Dispatch
Jack Nelson, LA Times

Angus MacLea

Accept for May 24th

Cannot make 24th date£§
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THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON -
L) 4/0/ 7%

April 14, 1976

Dear George:

I appreciate your sending me a copy
of your March 31 letter to Publishers'
Auxiliary. I was certain you were misquoted
when I saw it in the first place.

With warm best wishes,

Sincerely,

/?Z/m\

The Honorable George Bush
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

oo
] B i i
ITTTR REENTRY F&Mf N ‘%i
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31 March 1976

Editor

Publishera’' Auziliary
491 National Press Bldg.
14th and F Sts,, N.¥.
Washington, D.C. 200458

Dear Sir:

1 noted in your edition of March 25, 1976 that some of
the remarks attributed to me in my appearance before the
National Newspaper Association seem to have been taken out of
context, [ vrefer specificallg to the statement in paragraph
three which indicates that I believe some of the findings of
the Rockefeller Commission were "viclously uatrue.”

While I do not have a verbatis transcript of =y remarks,
I am certain that I wmade ac such statement concerning the
Commission's findings. I did, however, state that many of the
charges and allegations nmade against the CIA and the Intelligence
Community wers “viciously untrue.’’ These charges were not aade
by the Rockefeller Commission and, indeed, the Commission
conducted a responsible and serious study into the charges. Its
recosnendations have been incorporated into the President's receant
Executive Order regarding the Intelligence Community. It is
most unfortunate that wy remarks should have beem juxtaposed in

this fashion. I am sure it was unintentional.

I enjoyed meeting with the {ational Newspaper Association
and hope that you could publish this letter to set the record <

straight.

Sincerely, “~

Mgy Sl na
: George Bush

v 7 Director
cc:  Vice Prgsidant STATINTL
Rockefelley )
[ lwb (30 Mar 76) STATINTL

1-DCI 1
1-A/DCI 1-ER
CIA-RDP79M00467A002700060009-8

747 George Bush
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. Some CIA probe findings untrue,

+

-

WASHINGTON =Giéoree Bush, ivector

of the Central Intelligence Agency, said his.
organization deserves the support “of the
American people and feels it will get it once”

‘the public is better, informed about-the role |

of the agency. FE S :

-Bush appeared before a morning confer-
ence of the National Newspaper Assn. in
a’aew cffort to give the American public a
peek at what it regards as one of the most
intriguing and ‘mysterious of.its 'governnf.iem‘
agencies. L

REFERRING TO THE recently-conclud-:
ed Rockefeiler commission hearings on the
CIA, Bush said while much of the commit-
tee's findings were factual, others were:'vi--
Sicusly untrue.” Bush said the CIA in-many

. we're not doing a goed job.” .

]

!

Cod «

Bush claims

_ ONE AREA WHERE he would draw the!
ling is. in making public’ the CIA’s budget.
f‘lﬁgiqn’t want to help the KBG (the Russian
1ntell}g§:nce-gathering agency) or anyone else
by giving parameters on CIA. operations,”|.
~ he said. S : i
_The CIA, said its director, has fallen vic-
tim to the general atmosphere of cynicism
which prevails in the U.S. He said a current
Robert Redford movie, “Three Days of the
_(Zondgr?” perpetuates the idea that the CIA
i an all-powerful agency, above the re-
-, straints of the Constitutjon. T
& Noting that the mavie leaves the impres-
sion that the CIA could possibly control the
New York Times, Bush quipped, “If we are,

In'light of the coup and assassination al-
legations made against it, Bush was quick to
acknowledge that there. have been some:
“bad 'things™ associated with the CIA, but.
Fhat those allegations shouldn’t be taken as;

_ indicative of the agency as a whole. I don’t!
think we deserve that kind. of rap,” Bush§
told the NNA “confererice. And, he added,

* ‘he felt that those negative feelings weren't]
prevalent in the grass roots of the American

{_public. ™ e ]

Tnstances had already moved to implement’
many of the, recommendations which cdme,
out.of the hearings. Noting that this.was _@he;;{’}
first airing: of CIA “operations since it was
ostablished -in - 1947, Bush said the facelift
would be healthy for thé agency.. . "=~ e
“The intelligence group _was.nurtured' with
the idea that it must have great secrecy: but
~things have-_changed,”f-:Bush told . an -NNA
. Goverament Affairs Conference briﬁ:ﬁﬂng; S

i

mﬁ oWl 1

“pUSH TOLD THE: newspaper éditors
“and ptu.blishérf(fbss;:mb‘led_’a_t_the. Mayflower *
tiotel here that .the Cl14 would “cooperat
fully - with congressional ‘recommendation
for tevamping.. The: CIA director receive
enthusiastic applause . when he added - that
hand in- hand with this cooperation . must

scome the. assurance that -Congress will re
spect - the secrets. of the- intelligence com
munity. . B SRTVI
Rush said he regrets that much of the ded
bate over the CIA, which was fostered by
the unearthing at the Rockefeller ‘comnis
sion hearings of CIA invelvement in coups
and assassination plots, revolved around se- .
crecy. He said he would strongly suppost‘ . .
legistation which would protect the agency s!
sources and methods. )
Bush said he would oppose laws similar|
. to Britain’s Secrecy Acts which penalizes
( journalists for leaking government—classified; N
inforimation. v R
He favored declassification of less sensi- R
tive U.S. information noting that it woul_diE
be to the agency's benefit and gain it p\;bhcil
support.

]
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Editor

Publishers' Auxiliary
491 National Press Bldg.
14th and F Sts., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20045

Dear Sir:

I noted in your edition of March 25, 1976 that some of
the remarks attributed to me in my appearance before the
National Newspaper Association seem to have been taken out of
context. I refer specifically to the statement in paragraph
three which indicates that I believe some of the findings of -
the Rockefeller Commission were "viciously untrue."

While I do not have a verbatim transcript of my remarks,

I am certain that I made no such Statement concerning the
Commission's findings. 1 did, however, state that many of the
charges and allegations made against the CIA and the Intelligence
Community were "'viciously untrue.'" These charges were not made
by the Rockefeller Commission and, indeed, the Commission
conducted a responsible and serious study into the charges. Its
recommendations have been incorporated into the President's recent
Executive Order regarding the Intelligence Community. It is

- most unfortunate that my remarks should have been juxtaposed in
this fashion.

I enjoyed meeting with the National Newspaper Association

d . :
_ ggragggi’that you could publish this letter to‘set #he recordSTAﬂNTL

Sincerely

_ BUSH
. Diréctor fﬂ "%,
cc: Vice President . g@g
Rockefeller %, &
) 727101
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